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Welcome

We reported in our last newsletter how busy we
were due to the amount of young people accessing
our advice service for help.

Due to the extra constraints being put on our
services, we applied successfully to the
Government ’s  Hardship Fund and received a
grant for one years funding for a Housing Advice
Worker until October 2010. The Advice Worker is
called Shona who has been seconded from her role
at Doorway as a Housing Support Worker. Due to
this secondment we have employed one of our
volunteers, Sarah to fill her role on a temporary
basis until October. Sarah has previous experience
of working as a support worker. We hope to secure
further funding for both these posts.

We now have a total of 10 drop in sessions covering
Nuneaton, Bedworth and also at various locations
in North Warwickshire.

Local emergency accommodation

Doorway is finding it extremely difficult to refer
young people who are sleeping rough to hostels
due to the only local hostel in Coventry closing.
Unfortunately therefore, at present, there is
absolutely no emergency accommodation for
fcmeless people and the nearest hostel is in
Birmingham. We are working with our landlords to
try and come up with a solution to this problem.

Other News

We are pleased to announce we are part of LAW
(Legal Advice Warwickshire ). This is being
launched shortly and is designed to increase
access to free generalist advice and specialist
casework services in the major areas of social
welfare law to all those living and working in the
county, to establish and deliver a county wide ad-
vice service. Financially supported by the Big Lot-
tery Fund, LAW brings together eleven of the major
advice providers in the county including the Citizens
Advice Bureaux, Warks. Welfare Rights Advice
Service, Warks. Employment Rights Service,
Warks. Race Equality Partnership, Warks. Trading
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Standards, Coventry & Warks Family Mediation
Service, LDJ Solicitors and Doorway.

As part of the project a county generalist advice
telephone service is being developed using
integrated and coordinated electronic referral links
between LAW partners linking with community
groups such as Children ’ s Centres and initiatives
such as Warwickshire Direct Partnership. 150
local volunteers are being trained as generalist
advisers to enable expansion of advice services.

Landlords

Our longest serving landlord Brian, who has rented
rooms in his house to Doorway clients for the past
12 years has decided he would like to have his
house to himself now after a long time of renting his
rooms to young people.

Brian said “lI became a Doorway landlord almost
by accident, being in the right place at the right time
& meeting the right person.

As a member of Bedworth Lions Club we have
guests to our meetings. At one of these meetings
there was a support worker from Doorway
requesting a donation. She also asked if anyone
had a spare room, | did, and was soon a Doorway
landlord.

Over time | have had many Doorway clients. |
always see them as people with problems rather
than problem people. Often let down by the
education system, which fails to pick up on things in
the early stages of a young persons development.
Yes | do have an axe to grind, | am dyslexic, so |
know what it is like to be put at the back of the
queue. Other young people may have problems due
to family relationships and possibly not being
accepted for who they are.

| find it rewarding when | see the young people get
on with the help of Doorway and become integrated
into society and making a success of their life ”
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DOORWAY®6S YOUNG PEOPLE®S GROUP

With this newsletter we have also included a copy of the most recent YPG newsletter.
This is produced by volunteers from the Group who come into the office and type up
and print copies out for all the clients we support. It includes details of any activities
they have undertaken, meetings held and dates of future meetings.

We thought you would like to see some of things our clients have been up to during
the past couple of months.

CENTREPOINT

We have worked in partnership with Centrepoint for 5 years now. Currently we are
piloting a database with some other agencies around the country which will record all
our statistics. We are also about to introduce Life Wise Training which Centrepoint
has developed. This is a recognised training course and all young people housed by
Doorway will be invited to attend this training. There will be 7 modules they will
complete on different aspects of living independently such as coping with change,
Introduction to Private Rented sector, managing your home and finances, anger
management, dealing with debt and living on a budget. The course is accredited
through AQA. We have just piloted this with 4 of our clients and feedback was
excellent. We hope this could extend around the county to other councils for their
tenants to participate in and gain a qualification.

VOLUNTEERS
Doorway has had 37 volunteers helping us out in various roles during the past year. This
has been through fundraising, admin work, advice work and support work .
WELCOME

We would like to welcome some new volunteers. Sheryl who is helping us in a variety of
ways from doing admin work to helping organize our fundraising activities and inputting
rent on our rent accounts.

Also welcome to Gayle and Jess both-elkents who have volunteered to be peer mentors
and helping us to run our YPG.

We also have a service user who is going into schools and helping us to deliver our Youth
Homelessness Prevention Programme.

GOODBYE

We said goodbye to David our volunteer Advice Worker in December after he gained full
time employment in a support role working in Rugby, so well done to him.

We also said goodbye to Leanne and Michelle who have left after gaining employment.

FUTURE JOBS FUND

We are also in the process of working with the Future Jobs Fund and hope to be employing
a trainee support worker. The Future Jobs Fund is aimed at helping young people who
have been unemployed for 9 months to get back into work..

(YP
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D DONATIONS REQUIRED

7 po you have an Easter egg you would like to donate to our Easter Tombola
taking place on Wednesday 31st March? We require Easter Eggs or Chocolate,
anything with an Easter theme. If so, please call in at our offices in Bedworth. All
donations gratefully received.

MARCH 2010 LADIES PAMPER EVENING

The Anker Inn, Weddington Road, Nuneaton is also holding a pamper night on
Wednesday 10th March 2010, tickets are £1 on the door and various demonstrations
from Clarins, Virgin Vie and more.

APRIL 2010 FASHION SHOW
We have held two fashion shows at Weddington Social Club, Weddington Road and

these have been well attended. Feedback from these has led us to book again this year.
Items of clothing are sold at cut prices—i.e. A £25.00 Marks & Spencer ’s Jumper can
sell for just £3.00. There are lots of different makes such as Bench, Nike, Top Shop,
Monsoon, Next, it just depends what they have on the night. Tickets are available from
Doorway and cost just £4.00 each. Show starts at 7 p.m. on Thursday 29th April.

JULY 2010 GET YOUR RUNNING SHOES ON!!!

DOORWAY’S FUN RUN/WALK
Sunday 4th July 2010

Due to the success of our previous charity fun run/walks we are again holding
this event at Bedworth Miners Welfare Park starting at 9.30 am on Sunday
4th July. The run/walk is 5k and depending on your fitness level you can
decide whether to run or walk it.

|l tds great fun and a chance to meet new p

can bring your family, your dogs, your friends i whoever! Please contact
Doorway for a sponsorship pack if you would like to join in i If not perhaps

youodd | i ke to sponsor a member of staff.

Please email: doorway@doorway.fsnet.co.uk

THANK YOU

We wish to thank each and every one of you for all the kind help and donations
you offer Doorway each year3x A x1 OI AT RO AA AAIT A OI Al EO
We would like to say a special thank you to all the congregation at St James
Church, St James COE school and Arden Forest Infant school in Bulkington for
continuing their support and donating items for our starter packs which are
given to young people moving into their first independent accommodation. Also
thanks to Milverton School and Newdigate Primary Schools for collections of
food and starter pack items.



YOU CAN HELP US by helping others to start again by making a generous
gift

FOOD & donations of toiletries, new bedding, crockery, towels, kitchen utensils and
cleaning materials which are in good condition, preferably unused. Please drop
them off at Doorway Offices in Bedworth

UNWANTED GIFTS3 We always need any unwanted gifts you may have which we could use as
tombola or raffle prizes. These can be dropped off at our offices in Bedworth. We are also
currently collecting any old gold or silver jewellery, such as odd earrings.

Cheques should be payable to DOORWAY

Donations: Online at www.doorway.org.uk

Where Your Money Goes:

9 £15.00 can provide 1 hours counselling for a young person.

1 £25.00 can give 4 young people access to emergency accommodation.

1 £60.00 could provide a starter pack for a young person moving into their first independent
accommodation.

1 £100.00 can pay for our Young People's Group to go out on an outing which they would
otherwise not be able to afford.

OTHER WAYS TO HELP
Please send me information on how I can support Doorway (please tick)

By PAYROLL GIVING [ ]
Or by a LEGACY 1]

Or REGULAR STANDING ORDER AUTHORITY [

L Bank/Building Society
e L
Sort Code: ....... [ennes S Account Number.......cccvcvermrmnmsmssnsssmsmsnssssnnnsnns

Please pay : Doorway, 20 High Street, Bedworth, Warwickshire, CV12 8NF.

The sumof E£......coorvreurnasnnns On the ...ccocvreurnens day of......ccerenrens (month) of.......c...uus
(year)

And monthly/quarterly/annually thereafter from my/our account.



